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Q1 During town meeting on March 23rd Brattleboro's town meeting
representatives will be asked to impose a 1% local option sales tax on
certain currently taxed retail items sold in Brattleboro, increasing the

sales tax from 6% to 7%.  In your opinion should the Brattleboro Area
Chamber of Commerce support the 1% local option sales tax?

Answered: 103 Skipped: 1

TOTAL 103

# COMMENTS YOU'D LIKE US TO SHARE WITH TOWN MEETING REPRESENTATIVES DATE

1 We're already competing with "no tax" across the river. this will only give more incentive to shop
NH!!!!

2/22/2019 3:19 PM

2 Retailers have enough trouble surviving with no tax across the river. 2/22/2019 9:29 AM

3 I absolutely hate the thought of the local option sales tax, and as a business needing to spend a
very large amount on supplies that we may or may not get reimbursed for (by ins. co.'s), it will hurt.
However, I realize that Brattleboro needs more funds and it is very hard on homeowners to have to
carry the entire burden. Please, please do not add anything to the town budget unless it is
absolutely necessary. Thank you.

2/21/2019 6:04 PM

4 What exactly is this going to address? Where will the money go? 2/21/2019 4:06 PM

5 more people will go across the river 2/13/2019 10:15 AM

6 More tax more tourist go to NH. Please wake up people. 2/12/2019 10:44 PM

7 Where would the tax dollars be used? General fund? 2/12/2019 3:52 PM

8 Town needs revenue 2/12/2019 1:46 PM

9 Why? 2/12/2019 1:26 PM
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Yes, the Chamber should support the 1% local option sales tax

No, the Chamber should not support the 1% local option sales tax

Undecided
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10 I am concerned that being in such close proximity to NH. it might drive business across the river.
However, this was a concern with the sales tax to begin with so convenience is a big driver in
spending.

2/12/2019 12:55 PM

11 Town residents and visitors are already burdened by certain taxes fairly unique to Brattleboro. The
meals tax is one of the classic examples. Taxes of these kind negatively impact those who may be
willing to spend money here. The town of Brattleboro can't continue to place taxes and or
surcharges on residents and guests to try to offset operational inefficiencies at the town level. I ask
the Chamber not to support the proposed new tax. Just say NO!

2/12/2019 12:49 PM

12 The problem is exclusively the border with New Hampshire. Adding ANY tax is a detriment to
Brattleboro's success. Please note: As a Putney business, we would also pay this tax through
Brattleboro purchases, which we try to MAXIMIZE as much as possible.

2/12/2019 12:27 PM

13 We need to get more business to move here, this will drive more away!! 2/12/2019 11:42 AM

14 In looking at the list of exempt vs non exempt: Why are costumes exempt but wigs not? Bathing
caps: exempt. Umbrellas: not. Do retailers have to enter all of these items into computers or
somehow memorize the random list? Seems cumbersome.

2/12/2019 11:36 AM

15 It is hard enough to compete with our neighbors across the river without additional taxes being
added.

2/12/2019 11:16 AM

16 as a local business, we are ALREADY at a disadvantage from TAX FREE N/H just across the
river! READ MY LIPS, NO NEW TAXES!!!

2/11/2019 9:59 AM

17 The only way the Town ( any town really) is going to be able to do anything but tread water or
continually slip behind is to have some revenue beyond the property tax.

2/9/2019 11:46 AM

18 It seems to raise a tax of any additional amt. is counter productive with local support for merchants
whom are already struggling to keep their business afloat being so very close to zero tax on
merchandise just across the river in N.H. Do not favor this.

2/8/2019 4:36 PM

19 Local retail business is suffering enough from on-line competition. An additional 1% could easily
be the proverbial straw.

2/8/2019 2:36 PM

20 I would like to know the following. 1) which items would be exempt from the 1% sales tax. Some
shops like Brattleboro Bike Shop would be more affected by the increase in sales tax because
they carry high price items that can be sourced elsewhere. 2) what will the revenue that is
generated be used for and will down town retailers benefit from it?

2/8/2019 12:13 PM

21 Without knowing what the additional revenue would be used for, or whether it would offset the
high property taxes Brattleboro residents currently have to bear, I cannot say whether it would
benefit a town or not.

2/8/2019 10:58 AM

22 people that live in Brattleboro already shop in NH to save the 6% sales tax.. the additional 1% will
hurt retail sales even more...

2/8/2019 9:34 AM

23 Keene, no tax, marketing is killing Southern Vermont's retail business. 2/8/2019 9:11 AM

24 Brattleboro is not in a strong enough position to be the only border town that is self-destructive
enough to up the sales tax. This will send even more folks to tax free New Hampshire. I think we
can be more creative and less damaging in our hunt for funds.

2/8/2019 8:42 AM

25 The town needs revenue to offset the high property taxes. 2/8/2019 7:56 AM

26 Meals are already taxed at a high rate. Tourist will be discouraged as well as local people for
shopping. Keene isn't all that far from Brattleboro and has much better options for everything
except art type sales and promotions.

2/8/2019 7:01 AM

27 Raising the tax by just one percent is a hurdle making it more difficult to make it down town where
most businesses will agree this past year has become more difficult between the opiod problem
and the panhandling. We are already struggling.

2/8/2019 6:18 AM

28 Our being a border town, next to a 0% sales tax state, is a handicap we need to take seriously. I'm
also a Brattleboro homeowner, so I'm not eager to see the tax burden handed to us property
taxpayers instead. But I guess I'd rather see that than anything that will make business any harder
than it already is.

2/7/2019 9:02 PM

29 It is very sad this is even being considered. 2/7/2019 4:35 PM

30 If it helps with keeping our taxes in check, I'm all for it...... 2/7/2019 12:54 PM
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31 We are constantly dealing with customers and the issue of taxes added onto the sales price. Yet
higher taxes magnifies the problem.

2/7/2019 12:18 PM

32 Retail sales are negatively affected by the internet and the state of the emotional economy. With
NH next door and Brattleboro possibly increasing our sales tax adding a %1 tax , would be an
added burden and DETRACTOR for folks to come and shop at our gallery in Brattleboro.

2/7/2019 12:14 PM

33 As business continues to decline in Brattleboro, as it has consistently done for at least a few
decades, there will ultimately be far more tax pressure facing home owners in the future. The state
retail sales tax is, historically, the cause of this whole problem. A local sales tax will just speed up
that seemingly inevitable situation. There are far more people today who avoid coming to
downtown Brattleboro than ever before. That's not an opinion, it's a fact. As much as the state
sales tax has hurt our local economy at the expense of increased revenues across the river in
New Hampshire, the more recent pan handling epidemic is making things far worse. While
Brattleboro's tourist business seems to rise and fall for various reasons, that too could be a future
problem if the array of business in Brattleboro becomes less. It would be great if we could stop
trying to drive what we have left of local business away. Just talking about the local sales tax
possibility hurts business to some degree. It's time to give it a rest, at least until business in
Brattleboro shows some sign of stability.

2/7/2019 11:49 AM

34 Lower the beaurocratic and regulation costs in the town. 2/7/2019 11:31 AM

35 This will be very detrimental to businesses ability to compete with non local companies, we are
already at a disadvantage to nh which has no sales tax!!!!

2/7/2019 11:27 AM

36 This idea isn't beneficial to Brattleboro, as we are bordering NH, a state with no sales tax 2/7/2019 11:22 AM

37 If it helps to keep my property taxes from the ever rising annual increases! Let's also do more to
keep school budgets from increasing, consider retail of cannabis products, and doing something
about the homeless that flock here because of our social services! Having the homeless standing
on every corner of downtown panhandling WILL drive away tourists. Without tourists Brattleboro
will decline rapidly! Maybe your 1% increase can be targeted to job development. Retail cannabis
sale taxation could be used for treatment and recovery programs for all the addicts in our state!
And, educational efforts for youth and responsible adult alcohol and cannabis use!

2/7/2019 11:21 AM

38 "Shop Local" is a phrase that is designed to encourage people to support their local community
businesses and maintain a vital downtown. The one percent option tax is an additional barrier to
shopping locally -- especially in border towns to states where there is no sales tax. The savings on
property taxes -- if that is where the added 3/4 of a percent would go after the state takes it's
administrative fees -- is miniscule. The damage to local business could be much more significant.
Since the sales tax was established in Vermont, nearly 40 percent of business has been lost to
New Hampshire.

2/7/2019 10:56 AM

39 Without specifying what items the tax will impact it would be premature to form an opinion. 2/7/2019 10:51 AM

40 We are already competing with businesses in New Hampshire who have no sales tax. 1% doesn't
sound like a lot, but 7% against 0% is hard to fight.

2/7/2019 10:45 AM

41 It is hard enough to convince folks not to cross the river to NH to shop tax free. I don't think another
1% on top of what is already charged here is going to help!

2/7/2019 10:24 AM

42 I have mixed feelings. I would rather see us trim our expenses than add more taxes in any form! 2/7/2019 10:23 AM

43 This will drive additional locals into Tax FREE New Hampshire! 2/7/2019 10:23 AM

44 absolutely not. Brattleboro business already loose enough business to tax free N.H. 2/7/2019 10:21 AM

45 1. Which items are going to incur the increased tax? 2. What are those collected taxes going to be
used for?

2/7/2019 10:18 AM

46 We already lose business to NH for products we sell across the border. We aren't an island. There
are other ways to Brattleboro to get income (payment in lieu of taxes, fight for a share of the
cannabis tax for stores in Brattleboro, etc.)

2/7/2019 10:16 AM

47 vvvvvvvv 2/7/2019 10:09 AM
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